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SAFE BOATING QUIZ 

All Questions must be answered correctly  

1. When two powerboats are on crossing courses, the give way boat is: 

 The vessel with the other on its starboard side. 

 The one with the wind on starboard. 

 The vessel with the other on its port side. 

 The faster boat. 

2. According to the Navigation Rules, the following vessel has the greatest priority of 
movement: 

 A sailboat under sail. 

 A larger motorboat over 26 feet in length. 

 A sailboat under power. 

 A large ship in a narrow channel. 

3. If your boat capsizes you should: 
 Swim to the nearest shore. 

 Stay in the water and yell until help arrives 

 Swim to the boat and stay with the boat. 

 Swim away from the boat as quickly as possible. 

4. A red flag with a white diagonal stripe indicates:  

 The first leg of a sailing course. 

 Scuba divers down, stay well clear. 

 Uncharted shallow water below. 

 A fish hatchery in the area, proceed slowly. 

5. If a person falls overboard, your first action should be to: 

 Shout MAN OVERBOARD so that your helmsman and all 

aboard hear you. 

 Turn on your running lights to warn others. 

 Approach from the direction of the wind and 

current, come close by, and toss the victim a line. 

 Stop forward motion immediately and back up to pick 

up the victim. 
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6. Carbon monoxide poisoning: 

 Can collect within, alongside or behind a boat in 

minutes. 

 Effects can be confused with seasickness or 

intoxication 

 Is colorless, odorless and tasteless 

 All of the above 

7. Carbon monoxide poisoning is most frequently caused by exposure to: 

 Fumes from the residual content of a boat's holding 

tank

 Oil vapors from a crankcase ventilation valve 

 Fumes from stale bait in a bait well 

 Exhaust from engines, generators, cabin heaters, 

and galley stoves 

8. The best fire extinguisher for a recreational boat is one that is coast guard approved and 
will put out: 
 A, B, and C type fire 

 Halon fire 

 A and C type fires 

 Carbon dioxide fires 

9. Before leaving on a voyage, you should complete a float plan and: 
 Mail a copy to the coast guard 

 Give a copy to the state police 

 Leave a copy with a close friend, relative or 

marina 

 Take it with you 

10. Before you buy a lift jacket you should make sure that: 

 The color matches your boat 

 It is coast guard approved 

 The color contrasts with the color of your boat 

 All life jackets are the same 
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11. When boarding a small boat from a dock or low pier, it is best to: 

 Step onto the bow of the boat.  

 Step into the center of the boat.  

 Step onto the side of the boat 

 Jump into the boat. 

 

12. BONUS 
  

  

  

  

  

 


